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SUMMARY

Keynote 1: Expanding Roles of Taiwan in Nursing of SGDs
Dr. Yann-Fen Chao, College of Nursing, Hungkuang University, Taiwan

In response to the UN Earth Summit of 1992, Dr. Chao discussed the Taiwan’s
Executive Yuan that established the National Council for Sustainable Development
Goals (NCSD) in August 1997. Since then, the country has been attached to its
importance in protecting the environment, economic development and social justice it
is then committed to build a sustainable society as a whole. The significance of
Taiwan’s SDGs achievements includes the implementation of the wetland
conservation, green economy promotion strategies and directions, greenhouse gas
reduction and management act, increase of the minimum wage and five-day
workweek policy, amendment to the gender equality policy guidelines, promotion of
an air pollution control strategy, implementation of long-term care services and
promotion of the plastic-free ocean policy.

In her talk, she emphasized that nurses being the largest portion in the health
professional team, must have inherited the role in the implementation of SDGs in
order to reach the target in 2030. Dr. Chao added that, nursing profession has a wide-
reaching impact on the implementation of SDGs especially on 13 health targets and
enablers in SDG3s. From the 13 targets, the United Nations Education, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCD) organized it into 7 topics. Nurses have the
knowledge of health, hygiene and well-being and also understanding of the
importance of gender health; apply relevant prevention strategies to foster positive
physical, mental, sexual, reproductive health and well-being in the reduction of risks
and early warning signs not only to an individual but also be channeled to an
institution or an organization both in the national and international level. Nurses also
need to understand the socio-political-economic dimensions of health and well-being
and its proper dissemination of information as millions lacked access to one of the
services according the WHO and World Bank (2015) statistical records that people
were pushed into an extreme poverty level and spend their own resources for health
services. In Taiwan, a national health assurance system has implemented its best
solutions to address the problem. Major issues and strategies to fulfill nurses’ role in
SDGs includes the quantity and quality of nurses and the commitments to SDGs. A
well-trained and motivated nurses and sufficient number of them will quantify the
quality health care services despite the projected scarcity of health workers by 2030.
In Taiwan, a number of nursing programs offered training for under-developing and
developing countries in order to take responsibility in SDGs participation. The
important role of nurses is to become holistically educated to in order to meet the
quality nursing care upon planning and implementation of services rendered to the
patients; collaboration among other professionals and embracing the knowledge of
digital technology; and nurses are committed to its role in achieving universal health
coverage and access to essential health services such as nurses’ voice should be heard
in all health and social system policy development, planning dialogues, regulation and
legislation.

Therefore, well-trained and highly competent nurses are the most indispensable work
force in the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals 3.



