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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study: 1) the way of life of people; and
2) the process of reliance on the community forest of communities at Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife
Sanctuary. This study is a qualitative research. Data were collected by document research
and field study, including in-depth interviews and non-participant observation. The 16 key
informants were interviewed. Triangulation were used to validate the data collection. Data
were analyzed with content analysis and descriptive analysis focusing on image, emotion
and feeling in detail.

The findings were as follows: 1) in Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary, there were
the traditional community of Karen and two major groups of immigrants. They were
northeasterners who settled down with the forest concessions and Central Thai people who
settled in the period of mining lease. People could freely stake out a claim to a land for living
and residing, later getting ownership certificate. In some areas, there was still land claims
without certificate of title. Most of the community does agriculture, for example planting sugar
cane, corn, pineapple, cassava, rubber, palm oil, rice etc. The economy ofthe community
based on community forest was the harvest of seasonal produces like bamboo shoots,
termite mushrooms etc. 2) The process of community forest reliance of people in Huai Kha Khaeng
Wildlife Sanctuary area was divided into 2 parts. (1) The traditional and migrant
communities settled by relying on forests for livelihood. Community people believed that
forests were resource that could be used freely without overlapping the big rules.
(2) The Karen community was reliant on forest by intuition. They believed in spiritual forest

with various rituals following way of community culture.

Keywords: reliance, community forest, Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary
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