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ESSAY WRITING OF SEVENTH-GRADE STUDENTS BY THE COOPERATIVE
INTEGRATED READING AND COMPOSITION (CIRC) TECHNIQUE
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to: 1) compare the skills in reading for main
ideas and essay writing of seventh-grade students before and after the instruction by the
Cooperative Integrated Reading and Composition (CIRC) technique and 2) study the
seventh-grade students’ opinions towards the instruction by CIRC technique. The sample
consisted of a class of 33 seventh-grade students in Banplongliam School in the 2011
academic year. The research instruments were: 1) the reading and writing lesson plans by
CIRC technique, 2) a reading test, 3) an essay writing test, and 4) a questionnaire enquiring
opinions towards the instruction by CIRC technique. The statistics used in analyzing the
data were percentage, mean, standard deviation and t-test.

The results of this research revealed as follows:

1) The reading skills for main ideas and essay writing of the seventh-grade students
after the instruction by the CIRC technique were higher than those before the instruction at
the .05 level of statistical significance.

2) The students’ opinions towards the instruction by CIRC technique were overall

at the high level: learning activities, learning atmosphere, and learning usefulness, respectively.

Keywords : reading comprehension, essay writing, CIRC technique
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