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FROM THE BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY TO THE GREAT SCHISM
THE GREAT CHAOS OF CHRISTENDOM
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ABSTRACT
This article has a purpose to study the status of papacy in the late middle
ages since the event of the Babylonian Captivity to the Great Schism. The findings
showed that the period from the time of Babylonian Captivity to the Great Schism
continuously caused the christendom decline. The Babylonian Captivity was the result from

intervention of French monarch, and papacy seemed to be the puppet of the French
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king. This event also undermined the holiness of the pope who was the King of kings
in Europe.

The Great Schism also divided Europe into two sides : one side still respected
the pope of Rome or held the Rome Obedience doctrine, while the other side respected
the pope of Avignon or held the Avignon Obedience doctrine. Moreover, while these
crises are implicitly concerned with the politic, there were movements resisting the
absolute power of the pope all over Europe. Even after the deterioration of Christianity
had been stopped because of the council of Constance. That council however, could not
resolve the temporary problems and the discontent toward the pope still go on. At last

the Christian Reformation by Martin Luther took place.

Keywords : Babylonian Captivity, Great Schism, Avignon, Rome, Papacy
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