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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this qualitative research was to study the factors affecting parents’
decision in choosing private elementary schools for their children in Phra Pradaeng District,
Samut Prakan Province. The research sample was 24 parents of students in 12 private
elementary schools in Phra Pradaeng District, Samut Prakan Province, derived by purposive
sampling. The data were collected by a structured interview form. It comprised the
open-ended questions with the IOC between 0.67 and 1.00. The obtained data were
validated with triangulation technique, and analyzed by using content analysis.

The research findings revealed that the factors affecting the parents’ decision in
choosing private elementary schools for their children were at a high level in all aspects.
The aspects were as follows: 1) school image, 2) location, building and environment, 3)
school fee, 4) school personnel, 5) curriculum and instruction, 6) facilities, welfare and

services, and 7) relationship between school and community.

Keywords: parent’s decision, private elementary schools
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